Press release, 11 September 2009

Julie Kristeva Days in Oslo, 24-26 September 2009 
Julia Kristeva is one of the most important thinkers of the twentieth century. The Julia Kristeva Days will highlight the political aspects of Kristeva’s thinking in particular. A recurring theme will be what we can learn from the Enlightenment’s ideas of freedom: What relevance do slogans such as ‘freedom, equality and fraternity’ have today? Which voices are included and which are excluded in modernity's ideals of freedom? 
The Julia Kristeva Days will be divided into three main themes: 

1. The stranger in ourselves (differentness and disability) 

2. The idea of Europe without borders (Europeans conceptions of freedom)
3. The female genius (the idea of individual female genius as a counterweight to what Kristeva calls ‘mass feminism’)
Besides Julia Kristeva, a number of scholars and authors from Norway and abroad will take part in various events, including Charles Gardou, Vigdis Hjorth, Iver Neumann, Hanne Ørstavik, Steinar Stjernø, Birgit Kirkebæk and Arild Linneberg.
The Kristeva Seminar will be held at Oslo University College, the Ibsen Museum and Litteraturhuset.  All the events are free. The Kristeva Seminar is a collaboration between Oslo University College and the Holberg Prize. Oslo University College, the Holberg Prize and the Freedom of Expression Foundation are supporting the event financially.
About Julie Kristeva
Julia Kristeva was the first winner of the Holberg Prize in 2004. She was awarded the prize for her research work, which covers a wide range of thematic areas such as gender theory, differentness, text analysis and cultural theory. 

In several of her works, she has studied how established linguistic dichotomies relating to, for example, normality, gender, race, class and sexuality, have historically limited, and still limit, free expression of the word. In that connection, Kristeva has been concerned with how literature and art, and in particular the language of poetry, can have a revolutionary effect by liberating ‘voices’ for which there is no room in conventional language usage. 

As a thinker, Kristeva has stood out as a critic of established truths. Her work has therefore given rise to great debate and interest within a range of different academic fields.
The programme for the Julia Kristeva Days: 
Oslo University College
http://www.hio.no/Enheter/Avdeling-for-samfunnsfag-SAM/Julia-Kristeva-dagene-24.-26.-september-2009-et-nytt-opplysningsprosjekt 

The Holberg Prize:
www.holbergprisen.no 

Litteraturhuset:
http://www.litteraturhuset.no/program/2009/09/livetgalskapenogordene.html
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