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Press Release 25 August 2009

Ian Hacking, Professor at Toronto University and Collège de France, is awarded Holberg Prize 2009

Ian Hacking is a preeminent philosopher and historian of the sciences. His combination of philosophical and historical analysis has altered our understanding of the ways in which key concepts emerge through scientific practices and in specific social and institutional contexts. His work lays bare the normative and social implications of the natural and the social sciences. The prize is worth 700.500 USD/500.000 Euro.
Excerpts from the citation of the Holberg Prize Academic Committee: 

“In The Logic of Statistical Inference (1965), Hacking critically appraises the use of probability theory in contemporary statistics. The Emergence of Probability (1975) makes clear how the idea of probability first took shape in the seventeenth century, in the work of thinkers such as Blaise Pascal and Pierre de Fermat. He pursues the story into the nineteenth century in The Taming of Chance (1990), where he shows how the “avalanche of printed numbers” that occurred as states began to collect and publish statistics, led scientists to use probabilistic concepts to understand social life.” (…) “Throughout his career Hacking has addressed the central philosophical question of scientific realism: whether the theoretical entities postulated by the sciences—from “electron” to “multiple personality disorder”—are real in the same way as everyday objects.” (…) “His recent work ranges across topics such as obesity, race, and autism, as he continues to address the problem of human kinds. Ian Hacking’s work reverberates throughout the humanities and social sciences, reframing our understanding of the interactions between the natural and the social worlds.”

 The Holberg Prize, which was established by the Norwegian Parliament in 2003, is awarded annually by the Board of the Ludvig Holberg Memorial Fund. Holberg Prize is for outstanding scholarly work in the academic fields of the arts and humanities, social sciences, law and theology. The award ceremony takes place 25. November 2009 in Bergen, Norway. Holberg Prize Laureates: Fredric R. Jameson (2008), Ronald Dworkin (2007), Shmuel N. Eisenstadt (2006), Jürgen Habermas (2005), Julia Kristeva (2004).  
For more information and to download photos of the prize winner: www.holbergprisen.no 


Information about the prize/ award:

Professor Jan Fridthjof Bernt, Chair of the Board of Ludvig Holberg Memorial Fund 
Jan.F.Bernt@jur.uib.no
m: (+47) 95 74 31 00

For practical information:

Trine Kleven, Project Manager for the Holberg Prize, trine.kleven@holbergprisen.no.
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